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Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  hono^  to  present  n^y  Innual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Services  for  the  year  1970*  / 

Apart  from  JS  cases  of  measl^  reported  in  the  June  Quarter,  the  year 
was  relatively  free  from  infectious  disease.  The  measles  immunisation 
campaign  has  not  yet  had  sufficient  time  to  affect  the  occurrence  of  this 
disease,  but  it  is  hoped  that  figures  for  measles  will  show  a  marked  decline 
in  a  few  years  time.  No  deaths  occTirred  in  any  child  ■under  one  year  of  age 
diiring  the  year,  although  the  ntimber  of  live  births  increased  from  77  to  91» 
There  were  no  changes  in  the  causes  of  death  in  the  community  and  the  total 
population  has  increased  slightly  from  5140  to  5200. 

The  local  problems  of  tracing  and  renovating  the  old  town  sewer  system 
remains  a  difficult  task  as  historical  records  of  the  exact  location  are 
lacking,  and  searching  for  faults  can  bo  a  costly  and  time  cons\iming  job* 

The  work,  however,  must  go  on  if  we  are  to  see  an  improvement  in  the  sewerage 
condition. 

The  problem  of  finding  a  fixture  site  for  refuse  disposal  remains  an 
important  taks,  not  only  for  this  Council  but  for  adjoining  ones  also.  This 
is  not  made  any  easier  as  the  second  tier  authority  in  future  will  no  doubt 
have  a  greater  say  in  the  method  of  disposal  and  the  site  to  be  used,  neverthe¬ 
less  as  far  as  this  authority  and  adjoining  ones  are  concerned,  disposal  by 
controlled  tipping  will  remain  the  cheapest  method, 

Bissom  sewerage  plant  "underwent  certain  improvements  and  renovations  during 
the  year  which  were  necessary. 

As  regards  other  matters  concerning  the  environment  the  new  Roxxnd  Ring 
housing  estate  will  help  in  providing  improved  accommodation  for  the 
inhabitants  of  Penryn,  and  for  key  industrial  workers  so  necessary  for  the 
expansion  of  industry  in  this  town. 

It  is  with  regret  that  vie  saw  the  departure  of  Mr.  Armstrong  who 
has  been  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Building  Surveyor  to  this  Borough, 

He  retired  at  the  end  of  March,  1970,  and  I  wish  to  thank  him  for  all  the  help 
and  work  he  has  given  to  this  Borough  through  this  Department,  We  welcome 
Mr,  Birkett  the  new  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  who  comes  here  from  another 
area  in  Cornwall, and  also  Mr,  Stevenson,  the  new  Deputy  Health  Inspector 
who  also  took  up  his  appointment  in  April,  1971«  We  saw  the  appointment  of 
Mr,  Dawkins  the  new  Town  Clerk  in  1970,  who  replaces  Mr,  Campbell  who  also  was 
here  for  many  years  and  did  a  lot  for  this  Borough, 

To  those  who  left  us  I  wish  a  happy  retirement  and  to  the  new  officials 
I  say  welcome  and  I  hope  the  problems  which  face  this  Borough  form  a 
Public  Health  aspect  will  continue  to  be  met  with  the  usual  cheerfulness  and 
co-operation  between  departments  which  has  existed  in  the  past. 
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In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  and  all  members  of  the  Council  for  their  understanding 
and  help  throughout  the  year. 

Finally,  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  Miss  V.M,  Graham,  Area 
Niirsing  Officer,  and  the  Clerical  Staff  at  The  beats,  who  helped  me  in  the 
production  of  this  report. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 

C.W.J.  KINGSTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Borough  of  Penryn, 


The  beats, 

TRbRO, 

Cornwall, 

7th  July,  1971 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29986072 
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STATISTICS  SINCE  1950; 


Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infant  Mortality 

1950 

19.1 

11.6 

Nil 

1951 

17.5 

11.2 

41.7 

1952 

19.5 

10.1 

24.7 

1953 

17.0 

13.2 

27.8 

1954 

19.9 

11.4 

56.1 

1955 

21.4 

12.0 

40.8 

1956 

16.9 

12.7 

25.6 

1957 

16.9 

13.2 

26.0 

1958 

15.8 

12.9 

41.7 

1959 

15.1 

15.0 

nil 

I960 

14.0 

11.0 

31.1 

1961 

14.3 

12.9 

41.7 

1962 

19.1 

13.2 

10.2 

1963 

17.8 

17.2 

35.7 

1964 

18.2 

10.1 

29.8 

1965 

18.2 

14.4 

56.8 

1966 

17.5 

10.9 

23.5 

1967 

15.7 

10.2 

13.0 

1968 

16.8 

10.8 

nil 

1969 

15.3 

10.8 

39.0 

1970 

17.5 

11.3 

nil 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

REPORTED ; 
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Gij’NIiim  PROVISION  OF  IISIiLTH  SERVICES 


The  figures  given  under  this  heading  all  relate  to  the  Borough  of 
Penr3ni  exclusively. 

1 .  Provision  for  Mothers  and  loung  Children  (Sec.22) 

Child  Welfare  Clinics 

The  total  nimber  of  attendances  in  the  child  welfare  clinic  was  1,692 
of  which  996  were  under  1  year  of  age.  There  vrere  50  sissions  in  the  year; 
thus  the  average  attendances  per  session  were  34,  a  decrease  of  3  pejt^  session 
compared  v;ith  last  year. 

Dental 

Dental  treatment  for  expectant  mothers  and  pre-school  children  for  the 

Borough  v;as  given  at  the  Falmouth  Dental  Clinic  during  the  year. 

Ante-Hatal  Clinics 

Those  clinics  are  not  held  at  a  specified  site,  but  are  undertaken  by 
domiciliary  midvfives  on  district  duty  and  by  the  Family  Doctors  in  the 
Borough. 

Mothercraft  and  Relaxation  Clinics 

These  classes  are  now  amalgamated  with  Falmouth  and  are  held  xfeekly  at 
the  Falmouth  Infant  1/elfare  Clinic  in  Killegrew  Road,  Falmouth. 

Family  Planning  Clinics  hre  held  at  the  Falmouth  ¥elfare  Clinic  at 
weekly  intervals  and  are  attended  by  cases  from  Penryn. 

Midwifery  Services  (Sec.  23) 

Tx-^enty-nine  homo  deliveries  xfere  undertaken  by  nidxjives  within  the 
Boroxigh  for  1970  and  this  shows  an  increase  of  one  case  compared  with 
1969.  Medical  aid  was  called f or  in  three  cases. 

Health  Visitors  (Soc.  24) 

Domiciliary  visits  by  Health  Visitors  to  the  elderly  numbered  346. 

Due  to  the  general  shortage  of  long  stay  beds  for  the  chronic  sick  and 
elderly,  domiciliary  care  of  the  elderly  becomes  a  question  of  vital 
importance.  Such  domiciliary  services  as  Home  Helps  and  Home  Aids,  Mobile 
Meals  Services  and  Chiropody,  all  help  to  keep  this  age  group  mobile  and 
more  able  to  look  after  themselves  at  home. 

Two  thousand,  three  hxmdred  and  forty-nine  visits  were  made  to  the 
under  5  year  old  group. 

Health  Education  talks  and  Demonstrations  "were  given  on  37  occasions 
by  Health  Visitors. 
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Home  Nursing,  (Sec,  25) 


General  nursing  visits  amounted  to  2,111  compared  with  1,851  last 
year.  This  figure  includes  153  new  general  nursing  cases. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  (Soc.  26) 


The 

following  figures  relate 

to  the  whole  of  Health  Area  No,  3:~ 

1969 

Primary  Reinforcin/s: 

Doses  Doses 

Primary 

Doses 

1220 

Reinforc: 

Doses 

Measles 

358 

- 

834 

- 

Diptheria 

627 

1,340 

1,176 

1,132 

Tetanus 

627 

1,431 

1,176 

1,268 

Poliomyetis 

759 

1,294 

1,204 

1,164 

'^°°p^§ugh 

627 

521 

1,176 

626 

Smallpox 

(Under  16 \ 
'yrs.  old; 

285 

160 

419 

54 

Tuberculosis;  (B.C.G.) 

Children 

781 

935 

Contacts 

37 

55 

Anhulanco  Seirvice  (Sec,  2?) 

This  service  is  under  direct  Councy  Control  through  the  Ambulance  Head¬ 
quarters  and  thus  no  report  on  the  day  to  day  administration  is  given. 

Prevention  -  Care  and  After-Care  -  Tuberculosis  (Sec,  28) 

The  number  of  notifications  of  this  disease  in  Penryn  was  two  for  the  whole 
of  the  year  -  one  male  aged  43  -  pulmonaryj  and  a  female  aged  61  -  non-pulnonary. 

The  mobile  X-Ray  team  attends  Falmouth  Welfare  Clinic  twice  monthly  for 
referred  cases  from  Doctors  and  for  carrying  out  further  tests  on  students  and 
children  found  to  have  a  positive  reaction  to  the  Heaf  Skin  Test;  and  for  the 
general  public. 

B,C.G.  protection  against  tuberculosis  was  given  to  935  children  within 
the  Health  Area,  and  to  a  further  55  contacts  of  known  tuberculosis  cases  who 
were  susceptible  to  this  infection. 

As  regards  long  term  immigrants  who  enter  this  Health  Area,  all  are 
visited  by  a  Health  Visitor  soon  after  arrival j  and  after  registering  with  a 
family  doctor  are  persuaded  to  have  their  chest  X-rayed,  as  a  precaution 

against  tuberculosis.  As  immigrants  often  come  from  countries  where  the 
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incidence  to  tuberculosis  is  much  higher  than  here,  this  safeguard  of  the 
iniT.igrant  seeking  work  in  this  country  is  essential  if  the  incidence  of 
tuberculosis  in  this  coimtry  is  t o  be  further  reduced. 

Two  Health  Visitors  spend  much  of  their  time  in  the  Prevention,  Caro 
and  After  Care  Service  associated  with  tuberculosis,  and  the  regular  follow-up 
of  cases  to  ensure  the  maintenance  of  a  sputum  negative  state  under  continuous 
chemotherapy  on  a  domiciliary  basis  is  of  vital  importance.  Thirty- two 
immigrants  from  thirteen  countries  gave  addresses  in  this  Health  Area  as  their 
first  destination  on  arrival  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1970;  most  of  them  were 
employed  in  the  catering  trade. 

Prevention  and  After-Care  as  applied  to  Geriatric  Cases 

Ho  persons  lere  fomid  to  be  in  need  of  care  and  attention  in  1970  and  thus 
no  action  was  taken  -under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948, 

Homo  Help  (Section  29) 

The  Home  Help  Service  continues  but  since  my  last  report  individual 
figures  for  each  Council  are  not  available  as  this  Service  is  now  administered 
direct  from  County  Hall,  However,  a  total  of  555  cases  received  assistance 
in  the  whole  of  Health  Area  III  and  out  of  this  t  otal  460  cases  were  over  the 
age  of  65  years. 

Cervical  Cytology . 

Cervical  Smear  Clinics  have  continued  in  Timiro  and  in  Falmouth.  .  Out  of 
a  total  of  450  cases  seen  at  these  clinics  during  1970,  three  suspicious  cases 
vrere  detected;  none  of  these  cases  resided  in  the  Borough  of  Penryn, 
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